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To the Right Worſhipful 
George Sacheverell, Eſq; 


High-Sheriff of the County of DE RB T, and to | 
the Honourable Gentlemen of the Grand- Jury. 


GENTLEMEN, 


| H E Peculiar Honour you were pleas'd to confer upon me after the | 
Delivery of ibis plain Diſcourſe, was ſo Signal; thas nothing leſs 
than this Publick Acknowledgment can acquit me of Ingratitude. 

Now, when the Principles, and Jnterefts of our Church, and Conſtituti- 
on, are ſo ſhame fully Betray d, and Run Down, is can he no little Comfort to 
all thoſe who With their Welfare and Security, to ſee, that norwithflanding 
tbe ſecret Malice, and Open Violence they are Per ſecuted with, there are 
ſtill io be found ſuch Worthy Patrons of both, who dare Own and Defend 
them as well againſt the Rude and Preſumptuous Inſults of the One Side, as 
the Baſe, Undormining Treachery of tbe Other; and who Scorn to fit Si- 
leatly by, and Partake in the Sins of tbeſe Aﬀociated Malignants. 

Tho! the Truth ſeems to be ſo much Forſaken at preſent, yet God be thank'd, 
they ſball yer fend io our Honour, that We bave ſtill amongſt Vs tboſe who bave 


_ Coumge to Speak it, 4s well as thoſe who bave Lives and Fortunes to 


Maintain it : And ibo the Age i Sunk into the Loweft Dregs of Corrup- 
tion, that zit cannot endure Sound Doctrin, there are not wanting Some 


10 Preach it, and Others to Support it, ar the Expence of Both. May ibe 


Influence of . your Good Examples, which as much Animates our Friends, 


40 it Terrifies our Enemies, be as diffuſroely Prevailing, as tis nobly Cons 


Cpicuous 3 and ibe Bleſſing of iba Church attend yau, which you ſo eminent- 


' F. Adorn, and Suftain / 


of 
. 
a 
"SO 
a8 


d. vs becauſe remarkably Diſtingui 


And, as I am oblig'd by the Relation 1 baue the Honour to bear to your 
Family, may 4 double Portion of Divine Favour reft on you (Mr. H 1G H- 
SHERIFF) whoſe Commands I was very ready ro Execute in this 
Office, ſince you thought neither the Advancement of your Years, ſo gene- 
rouſly Expended for the Good of your Country, nor the. great Trouble 
attending bu Poſt, ſufficient to ewempt you, from ſhewing tbat ſteady Loy- 
alty and Zeal to fer.e Her de agg the Goycrament, for which you 


4 am, with all Regard, Gentlemen, 


BY 
- HENRY SACHEVERELL: 


L | Your very Humble Servant, 
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0 1 TIM. 5. Part of the 224 Verſe. 
Weicher be Partaker of other Men's Sins. J: 


IN 


HEN St. Paul, by the peculiar Deſignation of the Holy Ghoſt, 
had Ordain'd Timothy Biſhop of Epbeſts, that he might not be 
| wanting in ſufficient Inſtructions for the Diſcharge of fo 
*Weighty and Sacred an Office, he ſends him in this Epiſtle the Credentials 
of ths Abort ty, with thoſe Rules of Government for bimſeIf in his Private 
ife, together with thoſe Canons of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, which were 
blolutely neceflary for the Publick due Adminiftation of the Church of 
God. And to excite in him a full Senſe of his Duty, and the great Danger 
of Neglecting or Abuſing his #igb-Calling,the le charges bim | 
before God, and the Lord Feſia Chriſt, and the Ele# Angels, to con- V. 21. 
ider that a double Burthen lay upon him, that he muft anſwer - | 


Ay,” 
* 
1 


leſs For the Loſs of all thoſe other Souls committed to his Care at the Expence 

df bi own; that he muſt be Reſponſible for their Guilt and Miſcarriage, 
tuti- £25 his gn proper Crimes; and that therefore he ſhould act with all the 
rt. co {ſtricteſt Vigilance and Circumfpection in ſo momentous a Concern, and 
ding Jay bands ſuddenly on no Man: Which, whether underſtood of 
re Abſotmiion of Penitents, by that Ancient and Primitive Ceremo- . 22, 


ny us'd in it, (as ſome Writers contend ) or of Ordination, (as 
others) would involve him in all the ill Conſequences of ſuch a Raſh and 
Precipitare Action, and make him Partaker of other Men's Sins. 

The Words however may be taken in an unreſtain*d Senſe, as an ex- 
cellent Maxim for the Conduct of Human Life ia General; or as an U- 
niverſal Prohibition of Contributing towards, Concurring, or Complying 
with, the wicked Practices of others, left as we thereby become Accomplices 
in their miquity, we may be alſo Sharers in their Guili, and Felow-Suffer- 
ers in their Puniſhment, Under which unlimited Acceptation I ſhall pro- 
cecd to diſcourſe on the Text, and ſhall endeayour to ſhew, 


f L, Firſt, How many Ways we may be Partabers of other Men's Sins] 
And, 5 1 


II. Secondy, I will urge ſome particular Motives to deter us from falls 
ing under ſo great and dangerous a Guilt, 


this > 1 | . 
ne- 1. And Firſt, I will ſhew bow many Ways we may be Partakers of other 
ible Men's Sins, In order tothe Rating this Point clearly, I muſt beg leave 
oy- (to premiſe this Reflection, That all Immaral Actions may be conſider d 


wnder a double View, and conſequently divided into two Sorts. Either firſt, 
ſuch as are Internal, and Perſona}; or ſecondly, ſuchas are External, and 
Derivative. No as the Firſt are confin'd within the Offendor, and tranſe 
acted o3ly betwixt God and our Conſciences ; ſo they extend their Gullt 
no farther than tbe Man, and are circumſcrib'd within the Bounds of his 
own Soul, Theſe Sins are of a refirain'd and Pofttive Nature, and to be 
meaſur'd by their Efſential, and Imrinſcal Malignity alone. But the 0Orbers 
have, behides this, a Relative Addition of Guilt, drawn from all the miſ- 
bie vou Ae, au wicked Conſequences that Bow from them; according + 
d | A 2 « | do 8 


# 
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| to which they riſe in proportion of Impiety, increaſe in the Degrees of Hei- 
| nouſneſs, and Aggravatior, and ſtill gather as they are further propagated, 
| and advanc'd. And as they are ated in Conjunction, in this Communion, i 
and Society of Vice, (as I may call it) ir grows fruitful, and multiplies ; apd | 
t ho the Sin conſider®d it it ſelf may be Single, and Vncompounded, yet with 
reſpeR to the Multitude engag'd init, it may be alſo of a Complicated Na- 
ture, as it's communicated Influence is transfus'd thro? ſeveral different 
Channels, which may all ſpring out of, run into, and joyn in Ove Mdivi- 
dual Body. Acconding to which Notion, any Crimina} Adion may diſtin- 
guiſh all thoſe that are Confederate in it's Commiſſion, into theſe three ſe- 
veral Claſſes ; Either firſt, as they are Principal Agents in it; or ſecondly, Þ 
as they are Accefſories to it; or thirdly, as they are Privy to it's Execution, eubt 
by a-tacir Compliance with it, wilful neglett of it, or Oniſſion to prevent nd t. 
it, All which are to be confider'd as ſo many Gradations of Sin, charg- Abe 0! 
Ing the different Tranſgreſſor with an Higber, or Lower Imputation of 4 Ig al 
Guilt, as he ſtands delinquent in either. But to render this Matter more Pimf 
fully evident, I willidraw ont; and exemplify theſe General Heads,in fome f Vic 
| of the moſt Important and Particular Caſes contain'd under them, to FA 
which the reſt may be eafily redued, We may therefore be Partakers of rom 
other Men's Sins, either by, 14D n ; 8 cri 
1. Commanding, or Commiſſoning their Execution; 
2. Conniving at, Con ſenting 10, or Concealing them. 
3. Adminiftring Counſel, Direktion, or AſWftence towards them. 
4. Commending, Approving, Excuſmg, or Defending them. 


5. Giving Offence, or Scandalous Exemple, * | & Fr 
6, Authorizing, Propagating, or Publiſhing any Hereſy, Falſe Dodbrin, PI. © 
. Schiſm, FatHon, Irreligion, or Immorality, | Ju 


1. And Firſt, We may par take of other Men's Sins, be Commanding, or * 
Commiſſioning 1beir Execution. This particularly reſpetts all ſuch as are iu- py 
veſted with any Juriſdittion, or Autboriry over their Hferiors, all Princes un 
® and Magiſtrates, Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, Maſters and Govevenors, Parents Þ on 

| and Guardians, or any other that enjoy a Rigbt of Dominion or Diſcipline, | 5 
Granted and Eftabliſb'd by the Law, and a preeminc nos requiring all AL , 
Iegi ante and Subjection to them in all Ru Fuſt and Honeſt. Now tho e 
this Sovereigmy is reftrain'd within the Rules of Fuſbice and Equity, of Rea- hy f 
| eon and Religion, and no Power upon Earth can Authorize, Fuftifie or Excuſe * af 

| the Violation of them, there lying a Superior, Indefeapble Obligation that ; 
exempts all Men from an Illegal or Vſurp'd Obedience; yet the controlling f 
3 Sway, and overbearing Awe of Force and Authority, the affrighting and 21. ; 
z moſt irceſiſtible-Terrors of Threats and Puniſbmems, the dazling Glory or ö 
Wealth and Grandeur, together with ths perſuaſive Influence of mereſt - 
and Ambition, make great Allowance for Fleſh and Blood, not eaſily ca- E 
pPuäable in irſe}f, without the merciful] Aſſiſtances of Divine Grace, to firug-3 7 
| gle with, and yanquiſh ſuch preſfing Difficulties and Temptations z and 4 
| therefore charge back a double Portion of Guilt upon thoſe Perſons who n 
| abulo their Dominion to baſe and finful Purpoſes, who in this Caſe are to g. 
be confider'd as the Principal Authors of theſe Fvils, as the Prime Cauſe ne 
| a QriginalGround-Spring from whence they flow.” Not that this Re- Mor 
4 ted ion of a Greater Degree of Guilt upon the Commander, can wholly 8 
| acq uit che Jubordinate Tarſago⸗ of his, who knows be is Reſponſible to g. 
. \ Much Greater Maſter and Sovereign, He Sul ſbare is Frepo tian, and 
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Bei. Par bis om Buyden, tho of much leſs Welght than that of his Superior. 


gated, t is obſervable that the Roman Law inclin'd very much in favour to ſich 
union, abappy Perſons as lay under theſe Diſadvantages of Power and Ohligati- 
e, whereby they were obnoxious to be compell'd to execute, or couipiy 


4 1 d . 
t with ich any Injunction that might contradi& their Conſcience, or interfere 


ed Na- Prith their Fuſtice and Integrity, imputing the Offence chiefly to thoſe un- 
fferent Mer whoſe Government they a&ed as the adequate and Impulſive Cauſe of 
tdivi. he Crime, and true 0bjeT of the Penalty ; eſteeming the Immediate De- 
diſtin- "Jinquenrs to be properly non ſus Furit, or capable Fudges in the Caſe ond 
ree ſe. erefore not ſo much the Authors of Iniquity, as mer Paſſive Machines, 
condly, refed by the Hands of Deſpotick and Overruling Mayagets. As 


:ution, Woubtleſs the Strength of the Jempiation, the Prevalence of Inducements, 
revent ind the Want of Liberty, do very much Fxtenuate the Tranſgreſſion in 
charg- Ihe One, ſo muſt it proportionably Aggravate that in the Oiber, in Peryert- 
ion of Ing and Proftituting that Authority and Sacred Truft that was repos'd in 


more him for the Promotion of Virtueand Piety, to the ſcandalous Propagation 
n fome pf Vice and Hebauebery. Upon which Reaſons are foutded thoſe ſeveral 
Tr, to Maximt of the Civil Law, that Exemps all thoſe that act under a Command 
kers of From the Guile of the Offence, And on the Gme acoount we find in the 
cripiures many Inſtances of very flagrant Sins, committed by ſome Min. 
ers of State, aſcrib'd only to the Supream Power, under whoſe Commiſſion 
they Atﬀed, A very Convincing Example whereof we read in the diſmal 
Caſe of briab, whoſe Execrable Murther, tho' tranſatted by Foab thro 
David's Order, was not only charg'd upon the Xing brmſelf, in his own 
Words in his Penicential Pſalm compos'd on that lamentable Occaſion, but 
ori, p the Holy Ghoſt allo in the ad of Samuel 12. 9. Thou baſt killd Uriah the 
Z#inite with the Sword, and baſt ſlain bim with the Sword of the Children of 
ing, or Ammon, Tho'doubtleſs his Subjects were Guilty of a very heinous Sin, in 
re in- ZObeying their Sovercign's impious Command; yet did God viſit that abo- 
»inces minable and ungrateful Fact upon the Prince's Head, in a Puniſhment that 
arent: wore the Colour of his Grime, and branded his otherwiſe ſpotleſs Charact- 
ipline, er with a Bloody Mark to all Poſterity. And ſb was the Parallel Murther 
all AL of Nabotb both A4ſcrib'd to, and Expiated in the Perſons of Abab and exi- 
tho el, who remain upon Record as Frightfuland Iofamous Examples of abus d 
f Rea- Power, Avarice and Uſurpation. Where Princes thus preſume to force 
Excuſe the Conſciences of their Subſects, and break in upon their ye and 
n that Laus, not only their Private and Perſonal, but the Publick and National 
ollins Crimes will be requir'd at their Hands; and for this reaſon the 1dolarry 
nd al. df the Fews is charg'd upon 3 for which the Spirit of God has 
lory of Higmatiz d his Pedigree to Eternity, in that Odious and Reproachful 
mereſt Character of being the Son of Nebat that made Iſrael to Jin. When Aaron 
ily ca- Pad ſo far ſubmitted to the impious Requeſt of the People as to Dethrone 
ſtrug heir God and Soveraign,and change their Glory into the Similitude of a Calf 
and pt eareth Hay, we find Moſes accuſing the Higl-Prieſt of their Rebellion 
$s who nd Idolatiy, in this ſharp Expoſtulation, bat did this People 
uno thee, that thou baſt brouzbt fo great 4 Sin upon them ? The Exod, 3 3. 


are to 

Cuuſe lame Reaſon will be found to hold good in all Caſes of Govern. 31. 

is Re. nent, and Authority, which in the very loweſt Degree are Offices + | 

holly 3 df Commiſſion, and Truſt, lodg'd as the Delegacy, and Vice-Gerenty of God, 
be Fountain of all Power, in the Hands of Magiſtrates, and Superiors,who 


ble to + £ Ow | an ane o 
„and Rand actountable to him for the Crimes of their Infef i in which they 
bear „ e are 
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are Partatert, and conſequently will bear the Load of a double Damnati- Preven 


on, when the Souls that are loft thro' their Miſconduf are requir'd atWimſeclf 
their Hands, PEE #1 wb 
| | Wh ; © re 

II. Secondly, We may be Partakers of other Men's Sins, by Conniving at, f ca© 


Conſenting to, or Concealing them. Now the Guilt in this Particular riſes in{Wnarka 
proportion to the Power, and Obligation, that differently binds,orengage ¶Nonfſic 
Men, according to the Variety of their Circumſtances, and Stations, tooo In 
Þrevent Vice, and Injuſtice. By that Rule is to be meaſur'd the Bulk, and hable 
Extent of the Sin; for where a Man has no Power, Furi/difion, or Obli- he ve 
- gation to exert that Power, there can be no Communication of the Action: % fit 
But where we are inveſted in ſuch Autbori iy, as in the Caſe of all Publick e ou 
Offices, and Adminiſtrations, or where the Precepts of Humanity,Civil Fu-Weuted 
ice or Religion require us to interpoſe, and reſtraia the Commiſſion off{F&ri1m 
any vicious Act, either thro*- Careleſſneſs, and Negligence, Partiality, or ſion « 
Impunity in the One, Connivance, Conſent, or Concealmenr ia the Other, thej give 
both become Partakers of the Crimes committed, in an unfaithfulDiſcharge Feop 
of their Duties, and a Taci t Violation of their Truſt, and are not only Re. reRic 
fponſible for the preſent Ads alone, but alſo for all the miſchievous Con-Wtbat 
ſequences attending them. For vicious Cuſtoms fieal upon us gradually, and Hig! 
by every freſh Advancement get Groand and Strength, till at laſt by ma« v1 Was 
ny multiply d Acts they eſtabliſh themſelves, grow Head- ſtrong, Irreſiſta·. brou 
ble, and out of the reach of Controll or Correction, which the leaſt Diſci-® and 
pline ſeaſenably apply'd to, in a State of /»firmity, had check d and ſup 
preſs'd in their very Birth, Errors in Practice being like Ab ſurdities in 
Reaſoning the Admiſſion of One Falla/y will draw a Thouſand after it, Ne. 
gled, and want of Animadverſion, make Delinquents Bold and Impudent, 
and will bring 'em from Extenuating, to Fuſtifying their Faults. } 
A Tacit Admiſſion in any One that has the . of Probibition, amounts: 
to an Approbation of any thing in the Senſe of the whole World, and in- 
volves the Perſon ſo Conſenting under a double Guilt, both as being 2 e 
Party concern'd in the Sin, and as a Traitor of his Authority. Silence fur 
where a Man ovght to ſpeak, is as COR, if not more than an Adua, ber 
and open Engagement, Theſe Things haſt thou done, and I beld% 164 
Pſal. 50.21. my Tongue, end ibu thougbreſt ibat 1 was even ſuch an one 4 - 
thy ſelf, ſays the Pſalmiſt, and the Natusal Inference moſt 9 
Men are apt to draw from the Cowardly Compliance, and baſe Obſequi-W# ** 
ouſneſs of ſuch as ought to ſhew their Power, and Principles to the contra- D 
ry. He that does not appear in oppofitionfto that which it is his Duty Ph 
to prevent, or ſuppreſs, muſt at the leaſt juſtſy be concluded not to be 
* againſt it, according to that Apboriſm of our Bleſſed Saviour, Wt Ef 
Nar.g,go. He that is not againſt us, is on our part, which indeed may 4 
bear a further Interpretation, that the Man that acts not , 
evidently againſt any Party, or Deſign, is a real Promoter, or Encourages "i 5 
of it's Intereſt. For certainly any Perſon in Authority does much more 72 if 
contribute to the Advance ment of Evil by a Permiſſive Silence, and Paſſive 8 + 
 Forbearance,-than an Inferior can in the moſt vigorous Expreſſion of his 
cal, and Fervency for it; becauſe by him Vice ſeems to be Legiti mated, 
as twere Eſtablijh'd by Law, and to have its currant Paſport without 
Eontroll in the World. Thus does be that Acquieſces in, Submits te, or 
inks ata Crime that by his Poſt and Power he is qualify'd to - orbid, 
; revens, 


on a = 


R  Aſſs=ts at Derby. 
nati-reveut, 


ird at imſelf, 
Both the 01d and New Teftamens abounding with pregnant Examples fos 
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y ma. Was thus ſcandalouſly Drowyy, | 
reſiſta. brought upon his Worſhip, and Honour by ſuch Supine Oſcitancy, Sloth 
Diſei. and Negligence. Accordingly we find God charging all theſe monſtrou s 
d ſup. Sins upon the 014d. Prophet, with the higheft Exprobation of the blackeft 
ties in 8. and, Injuſtice, ſpurning the uſeleſs and unworthy Dot ard out 
t. Ne. of bis Office, and executing Vengeance upon him, and his whole Poſter I- 
udent, ty, with the utmoſt Indignation and Diſdain, <p 
. The other Inſtance we have Recorded by St. Paul, in his Firft Epi- 

1ounts& Nile to the Corinthians, c. 5. wherein he very ſharply charges his newCene 
nd in- Verts as Partakers in the foul Sin of the Ineeſtuom Perſon, becauſe they 
ing 2 Comniv'd at it, aad did not 2 to Execute the Church. Cen- 
ilence ſures upon him, in totally cutting off ſuch a Corrupt and Rotten Mem- 
4, ber from its Body, L are puff d up, (ſays he) and bave not rath:r mourn d, 
I berg bat be thas bath dom this Deed might be taken away from among on. For 
one , the Underſtanding whereof, we muſt obſerve that in the Primictue Ages 
moſt of Chriſtianizy, Kxcommunication denoted by theſe Expreſhon:, ale 


ſequi⸗· * ( d, and Ara Sdlays, being never us d, but on ve- 

öntra. TY great and enormous Oceaſtons: and being juſtly efteem'd of ſuch a 5 

Duty Dreadful and Damnable Conſequence, was always attended with the ſa& 
Pomp, and mournful Solemnities of a Funeral; the Congregation were 


array d in Black, accompanying the Execution with Lamentation, and loud 


VIOUY - 

may x Weeping, as o'er the Spiritual Death of the Criminal's Soul. So that the 
s not Apoſſle here expoſtulates with the Corinubians, as Encouraging, and Sbar- 
rage, *"s in the Vice, in 0mitting to Puniſh.it, tho in ſuch a Severe and Deſpe. 


more = rate way, wherein Mercy, and Compaſſion might be allow'd to take placy 
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Me ; 8 if in any Cale in the World. 
f his Thus the Toleration of any Sin in Obers by Perſons of Power, and Au- 


ted. nhoriay, Tranflates it back on they own Heads, and readers them actually 
hout . Guilty of it. This Aſſertion muſt de allow d Fvidenr and Vndeni able in 
F 2llInttances of Government ; but then there ariſes a treſh Queſtion, How 
-b;d, far we may be. Fr of other Men's Sins in the Fri vate IatexGourie and 
vents, | 18 , — 44 f _ Aﬀaif 
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Affairs of Human Life between Man and Man, in Common Convetſation? ¶ give 2 
We are certainly oblig'd in Charity to bear always an bearty and tender ¶ Tom 
Concern for our Nejghbour's Good aud Safety, to conſider one ¶ and 
Heb, 10. another, to look not every Man on bis own things, but every Man that t 
24, alſo to the rhing aof others; io Edify one another, to Adviſe, Warn, 
Phil, 2.4. Rebuke, and by all other Methods to Promote his Welfare as 
Kom, 14. Occaſion ſerves, or we have opportunity of Maintaining and 
19. Oc. Propagating the great Intereſt of Truth, Piety, and Virtue 
in hs World. But on the other hand, do not the ſame expreſi 
Injundtlons of Charity, Religion, and Fuſtice oblige us with equal Force, 
and Penalty, to the no leſs necefſary Duties of Peace, and Nuietneſs, For- 
beavance, and Forgiveneſs, in Mercy, Compaſſion, and Good-Nature to 
Civer, and Conceal, our Brother's Sins, and Infirmities? Do not theſe as | 
ſtrictly command us not to thruſt ourſelves Pragmatically into his Buſi- 
neſs, or meddle with thoſe Concerns that do not belong to us, of under 


3£ 

At 
: 75 
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the Sanfify'd Pretence of Reformation of Manners, to turn Informer, aſſume ftat 
an Odiou and FaRtious Office, arrogantly intrench upon Other's Chri-. find 
ſtian Liberty, and Innocence, and under the Shew of more Zeal, and Pu- — 
rity, (the moſt infallible Token of a Dextrous and Refin'd Hypocri te, and the 
Kvave) turn the World upſide down, and ſet all Mankind into Quarrels, ml 
and Confuſions? Now to Reconcile theſe Differences, and to Steer our 1 are 
Courſe even between the Limits of Duty and Error, which indeed is not of 
ſo ey a Matter preciſely in all Inftances to do, theſe three Concluſions 8 We 
may help to ſolve maſt of the. Difficulties in the Caſe before us. ML 
1. Firſt, We maybe Paridkers of other Men's Sins, if we do not endea- an 
vour to the utmoſt of our Power, to prevent, or ſtop their Commiſſion, 1 


when they openly break in upon Religion, or aſſault the Glory of Gt. 
In this Caſe we lie under a Double Obligation to interpoſe, in Vindication 
of the Divine Honour, and for the Eternal Jaluation of our Brother ʒ both 3 
which ought to be more Dear to us, than any other Conſiderations in the 4 
World. When we hear God's Holy and Dreadful Name Blaſpbem' d, his 
Being Deny d, his Proui dance Arraign d, his Goodneſs Cenſur d, his Power Con- 
te mn'd, his Fuftice Queſtion'd, his Mercy Mocł d, the Sacred Myſteries of our 
Faith V:Jifyd or died, not to ſtand up in their Defence, and with all the 
Courage, Autbari ty, and Argument we are Mafters of to affert the Glori- 
| - ous Caufe of God and Truib, is to Renounce our Allegi ance to One, and 
A Pyerentions to the Other, In ſuch baſe, and cowardly Diſlogalty to Gd, 
"Flence and Connivance make us Adual A ggreſſors z not to Speak, is to 
Approve ; not to Ad, is to Commit; not to Kebuke, is to Conſens to; not 
to ſhew our Diſpleaſure againft, is to have Cmplacenq in it; not to 
Reſevr, is to Submit to it; not to endeavour to Deflroy, is to Promote the 
Kingdom of tbe Devil, and to Side with the Powers of Darkneſs. There 
is no Trimming Moderation in this Caſe, no ſtaading in a Neusrdlity and 
Ind ifference, we muft be Offenſive or Hefenſiue, and ſerve God, or Belial, 
This is a Negative Denis! of Gad, (if I may ſo ſpeak) and communicates 
a deep ſhare of the Gui/zt; but how much greater then does a Poſitive 
derive e, When Merout of a Time-ferving Fear, Scycophantizing Flat- 
cry, or miſtaken Complaiſance, ſhall fall in with the Damnable Zumours, 
er Debauch'd Opinions of Lewd Sors, and Atheiſts, ſmile at their Smutty 
and Prophane Feſts, tamely hear thoſe Hoh Orades, by which we expect 
to be Savd Scoſt at and Derided, and impudentiy Cyiticis'd upon, and 
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we an dpproving Laugh to that Excellent Drollery,for which the Speaker's 
as ue — 55 to be cut out, leſt they ſhould diſpleaſe a Crew of Ignorant 
and Profligate Ide lt, by ſhewing unſcaſonabiy before Brutes and Buffoons, 
chat they themſAves are Men, that is, Creatures, endu'd with Reaſon, 
and RefleRion, that are not aſham'd of the God that made tham, and 
have ſo much Gratitude as to Own and Vindieate the Saviour that Re- 
deem'd them. Not to Rebuke ſuch Daring Impleties, (which fly in the 
Face of Heaven, and call aloud for ſpeedy Vengeance, for Thunder and 
F Earthquakes to Blaſt and ſwallow ſuch aceurſed Miſcreants,who thus pro- 
# yoke, and as *twere antleipate their Damnation) notwith- 
| Aanding the moſt powerful and dangerous Oppoſitions in Eph, 5. 11. 
the World, is, in the Apaſtles Language, ro bave Fellowſhip 
with the Works of Darkneſs, to aſſoclate with Devils Incarnate, and to en- 
ter into a Covenant with Deatb, and an Agreement with Hell, 
! as the Propbet elegantly ſpeaks, which ſuch treacherous Apo- Ja, 28. 18; 
= fates to their Religion, will at laft,to their Eternal Sorrow, 
find their juſt Reward hereafter, 2 
. Secondly, We may be Partalers of other Men's Sins, if we do not to 
the utmoſt of our Power, endeavour to prevent, or obhſtrutt their Com- 
miſſion, when they manifeftfy endanger the Good of the Publick. As we 
- are Members of the Government, or Society, we are All oblig'd, in point 
of Honour, Intereſt, a cience, id Maintain its Securfty, Promote its 
Welfare, and Guard it againſt any Fattious Deſigns,or Seditious Canſpira- 
© cies, that may threaten it's Conſtizutzon, difcompoſe it's Peace, or Violate 
and Subvert it's Laws. God, and Nature, has inveſted every Subjact from 
his Cradle, with a Commiſſion to Engage, Diſcover, and Diſappoim the 
Enemies of his Church, and Country ; and he that is either Privy to, indu- 
firioufly Conceals, or any ways Abers, their Schiſmatical, Illegal, or Re- 
bellious Enterprizes, both in the Eyes of Humus, as well as Divine Laws, 


45 is an Accomplice, and Partaler in the Guilr, a Traytor to God and his 


Prince, a Patron and Protettor of Injuſtice, and a Common Adverſary to 
Hinſelf, as well as all Mankind, | 
3. Thirdly,We may partake in atber Men's Sins, by Conniving at, or Cn- 
ſeming to, any imminent Danger, or great Injury, that may violently af- 
fet the Body, or Soul, the Life, or Eſtate, Spiritual, or Temporal, of our 
Neighbous. Where theſe viſibly lie at Rake, the demand our Succours, 
and Common Humanity intereſts us in their Defenſe, Where his Inno- 
cent Reputation is ſcandalouſly Aſpers'd, his naked Perſon openly Aſaulrcd, 
or A/ſaſſmated, his Fortune ſecretly Struck at, or Vndermin'd, every Man 
is bound to follow the Example of that Heroic Champion,and Deliverer of 
his Country-men, Moſes, whotho' endow'd with ſuch anVnparalel*d Meets 
neſs, as nothing but ſuch an heinous Provocation could 
diſturb, Seeing one of bis Brethren ſuffering wrong, De- Adds 7. 24. 
fended bi m, and Aveng'd bim that was oppreſi d, and ſmote the 
Egyptian, Otherwiſe we lie obnoxious to the imputation of the P/almiſt, 
ben thou ſawſt a Ibie f, ibou con ſantedſi unto bim, and baſt been 
Partaker wi tb ibe Adulterers. Ne muſt at leaſt be ſuppos'd Pal. 50. 18. 
a Hel- wiſber to the Villainy, that can behold it's Commiſſion | | 
without Compaſſian, and Reſent ment. St. Paui's meer ſtanding by, and bold. 
ing the Garments of St. Stephen's Executioners, was enough to have 4 
_ #:inred the ApoBlr, and render'd him Guilty of the Maryr's Blood. 
Non if barely viewing the Perpetration of a Corporal Crime in Others, 
» 4 y | | 4 * > N wh.a 
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Afﬀairs of Human Life between Man and Man, in Common Converſation ? 
Weare certainly oblig'd in Charity to bear always an heartyand tender 
Concern for our Nejghbour's Good aud Safety, to confider one 
Heb, 10. another, to look not every Man on bis own things, but every Man 
24, alſo to the rbing aof others ʒ io Edify one another, to Adviſe, Warn, 
Phil, 2.4. Rebuke, and by all other Methods to Promote his Welfare as 
Rom. 14. Occaſion ſerves, or we have opportunity of Maintaining and 
19. Oc. Propagating the great Intereſt of Truth, Piety, and Virtue 
in the World. But on the other hand, do not the ſame expreſs ® 
Injundtlons of Charity, Religion, and Fuſtice oblige us with equal Force, % 
and Penalty, to the no leſs necefſary Duties of Peace, and Quietneſs, For- 
bearance, and Forgiveneſs, in Mercy, Compaſſion, and Good-Nature to 
| Ever, and Conceal, our Brother's Sins, and Infirmities? Do not theſe as 
ſtrictly command us not to thruſt ourſelves Pragmatically into his Buſi- | 
neſs, or meddle with thoſe Concerns that do not belong to us, or under 
the Sanfify'd Pretence of Reformation of Manners, to turn Informer, aſſume 
' an Odiou and Fadtious Office, arrogantly intrench upon Other's Cbri- 
ſtian Liberty, and Innocence, and under the Shew of more Zeal, and Pu- 
rity, (the moſt infallible Token of a Dextrous and Refin'd Hypocrite, and 
K'nave) turn the World upſide down, and ſet all Mankind into Quarrels, 
and Confuſions? Now to Reconcile theſe Differences, and to Steer out 
Courſe even between the Limits of Duty and Error, which indeed is not 

ſo ey a Matter preciſely in all Inftances to do, theſe three Concluſtons 
may help to ſolve maſt of the. Difficulties in the Caſe before us. 4 
1. Firſt, We maybe Partakers of other Men's Sins, if we do not endea- 
vour to the utmoſt of our Power, to prevent, or ſtop their Commiſſion, 

when they openly break in upon Religion, or aſſault the Glory of God. 
In this Caſe we lie under a Double Obligation to interpoſe, in Vindication 
of the Divine Honour, and for the Eternal Jalvation of our Brother ʒ bot 
which ought to be more Dear to us, than any other Conſiderations in the A; 

World, When we hear God's Holy and Dreadful Name Blaſpbem d, his 

Being Deny d, his Providenee Arraign'd,his Goodneſs Cenſur d, his Power Con- 

te mn'd, his Fuftice Queſtion'd, his Mercy Mocł d, the Sacred Myſteries of our 

Faith ViJify'd or Adieu ha, not to ſtand up in their Defence, and with all the, 
Courage, Autbori ty, and Argument we are Maſters of to affert the Glori- py” 
- ous Cauſe of God and Truth, is to Renounce our Alegiance to One, and 
þ Pycrentions to the Other, In ſuch baſe, and cowardly Difloyalty to God, 
Alence and Connivance make us Adual A ggreſſors z not to Speak, is to 
Approve ; not to Ad, is to Commit; not to Kebuke, is to Conſens to; not 
to ſhew our Diſpleaſure againft, is to have @mplacency in it; not to 
Reſevr, is to Submit to it; not to endeavour to Deſiroy, is to Promote the 
Kingdom of tbe Devil, and to Side with the Powers of Darkneſs. There 
is no Trimming Moderation in this Caſe, no ſtaading in a Neusrality and 
Indifterence, we muft be Offenſive or Hefenſi ue, and ſerve God, or Belial, 
This is a Negative Denis! of Gad, (if I may ſo ſpeak) and communicates 
a deep ſhare of the Guilt; but how much greater then does a Poſiti ve 
derive e, When Merout of a Time-ferving Fear, Scycophantizing Flat - 
cry, or miſtaken Complaijance, ſhall fall in with the Damnable Zumours, Þ 
er Debauch'd Opinions of Lewd Sors, and Atheiſts, ſmile at their Smutty 3 
and Prophane YFeſts, tamely hear thoſe Hoh 0rades, by which we expect 
to be Say'd Scoft.at and Derided, and impudentiy Cxiticis d upon, and 
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we an approving Laugh to that Pxcellent Drollery,for which the Speaker's 
* ue gught to be cut out, leſt they ſhould diſpleaſe a Crew of Ignorant 
and Profligate Infidels,by ſhewing unſeaſonably before Brutes and Buffoons, 
that they themſelves are Men, that is, Creatures, endu'd with Reaſon, 
and Refleftion, that are not aſham'd of the God that made tham, and 
have ſo much Gratitude as to Own and Vindieate the Saviour that Re- 
deem d them. Not to Rebuke ſuch Daring Impleties, (which fly la the 
Face of Heaven, and call aloud for ſpeedy Vengeance, for Thunder and 
* Earthquakes to Blaſt and ſwallow ſuch aceurſed Miſcreants,who thus pro- 
7 yoke, and as twere antieipate their Damnation) notwith- 

ing the moſt powerful and dangerous Oppoſitions in Epb. 5, 11. 

the World, is, in the Apaſtles Language, ro bave Fellowſhip 
with the Works of Darkneſs, to aſſoclate with Devils Incarnate, and to en- 
ter into a Covenant with Death,and an Agreement with Hell, 
” as the Propbet elegantly ſpeaky,which ſuch treacherous Apo- Iſa, 28. 18; 
= fates to their Religion,will at laft,to their Eternal Sorrow, 
find their juſt Reward hereafter, 5 

2. Secondly, We may be Partakters of other Men's Sins, if we do not to 
the utmoſt of our Power, endeavour to prevent, or obſtruct their Com- 
miſſion, when they manifefty endanger the Good of the Publick. As we 
are Members of the Government, or Society, we axe All oblig'd, in point 
of Honour, Intereſt, a cience, dd Maintain its 2 romote its | 
Welfare, and Guard it againſt any Fattious Deſigns,or Seditious Canſpira- 


© cies, that may threaten it's Conſtitutzon, difcompoſe it's Peace, or Violate 
dea- and Subvert it's Laws. God, and Nature, has inveſted every Subje# from 
= his Cradle, with a Commiſſion to Engage, Diſcover, and Diſappoins the 
Enemies of his Church, and Country ; and he that is either Privy to, indu- 
firioufly Conceals, or any ways Abers, their Schiſmatical, Illegal, or Ke- 
bellious Enterprizes, both in the Eyes of Humus, as well as Divine Laws, 
is an Accomplice, and Partaler in the Guilr, a Traytor to God and his 
Prince, a Patron and Protector of Injuſtice, and a Common Adverſary to 
Himſelf, as well as all Mankind. | 
3. Thirdly, We may partake in atber Men's Sint, by Conniving at, or Cm- 
ſeming to, any immunent Danger, or great Injury, that may violently af- 
felt the Body, or Soul, the Life, or Eſtate, Spiritual, or Temporal, of our 
Neighbour. Where theſe viſibly lie at Rake, the demand our Succours, 
and Common Humanity intereſts us in their Defenſe. Where his Inno- 
cent Reputation is ſcandalouſly Aſpers'd, his naked Perſon openly Aſaulted, 
or A/ſſaſſmated, his Fortune ſecretly Struck at, or Vndermin'd, every Man 
is bound to follow the Example of that Heroic Champion, and Deliverer of 
his Country-men, Moſes, whotho' endow'd with ſuch anVnparalel*d Meeks 
neſs, as nothing but ſuch an heinous Provocation could 
diſturb, Seeing one of bis Brethren ſuffering wrong, De- Acts 7. 24. 
fended hi m, and Aveng'd bim that was oppreſ. d, and ſmote the 
Egyptian, Otherwiſe we lie obnoxious to the imputation of the Pſalmiſt, 
ben thou ſawſt 4 Ibie f, ibou conſentedji unto bim, and baſt been 
Partaker with ibe Adulterers, Ne muſt at leaſt be ſuppos'd Pal. 50. 18. 
a Hel- wiſber to the Villa iny, hat can behold it's Commiſſion 
without Compaſſian, and Reſentment. St. Paui's meer ſtanding by, and bold. 
ing the Garments of St. Stephen's Executioners, was enough to have 4 
_ #2inred the Apople, and render'd him Guilty of the Martyr's Blood. 
Nou if barely viewing the Perpetration of a Corporal Crime in Others, 
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when ve can obſtruft it, may make us Male factors our ſelves, certainly the 
Permiſſion of a Spiritual much more, as tis of a more dreadful Conſe. 
quence to the Better Part of Man. To prevent which, we are oblig'd 
m interpoſe with the moſt Fraternal Concern, gentle Admonition,tendex 
Reproof, kind Advice, and inſinuating Perſuaſions, ftill with a cautious 
and due Conſideration of Time, of Place,, and of Perſon. But if theſe 
Friendly Oveytures cannot prevail, we have waſt'd our Hands of the Guilt, 
and ſtand acquitted before God, and our Conſcience ; but 
Lev. 19. 17, without them, we are poſitively ſaid even in the Moſaic 
| Lam, to ſuffer Sin upon bim, and conſequently liable to par- 
take of the Penalty. But however we muſt ftrialy obſerve, that theſe 
Duties are always confin'd to Overt Ad, nnd Viſible Caſes ; for Re- 
ligion has left in this Matter, a wide Room for the right Exerciſe of 
our Prudence, and Diſcretion ; for it does not oblige to charge Men at 
random ; upon bare Surmiſe,and Suſpi tion, or to pry officiouſly into their 
Lives, and ſecret Affairs, and to invade their private Rigbes, by uſurping 
a Furiſdiftion, which we have no title to jufli ſy, or with a rnde Air 
Superiority, to obtrude our ſelves upon em as Privy. Counſelors, and Dog- 
matically Cenſure, Rebuke, or Adviſe in our Neighbour's Proceedings,that 
don't belong to us, neither lie under the Verge of our Cognizance. 
 WhateverGodly, and fallacious Glaſſes ſuch troubleſome Waſps,that ere& 
into Illegal Ingui tions, may caſt upon their Actions, they are doubtleſs 
the unwarrantable Effeſts of an Idle, Incroaching, Impertinent, and 
Medling Curioſity, a Vice as contrary to the true, Generous Spirit of 
Chriſtianity, as tis to Good- Manners, and Fuſtice. It is in ſhort the baſe . 
Product of II. Nature, Spiritual Pride, Cen ſoriouſueſs, and Santify'd Spleen? 
pretending to carry on the Bleſſed Work of Reformation by Lying, Slan- 
dring, Whiſpering, Backbiting, and Tale-bearing, the moft expreſs Cha- 
ratter of the Devil, wha is Emphatically ſtyl'd the Grand Accuſer of the 
Brethren, No wonder therefore, that St. Paul has ſo ſeverely ſtigma- 1 
matis d theſe Buſie-Bodies in other Men's Matters, theſe AxacJeumone- 
; that preſume to exerciſe the Office, #nd Diſcipline of a Biſhop in other | 
Men's Provinces (as the Original may be tender d) whom he juftly ranks 
with Murtberers, Thieves, and Male factors, 1 Pet. 4. 15. as the moſt pro- 
per Perſons to keep one another Company | 3 
III. I come now to the Third Genera Head propos d, namely, that We 
may partake in other Men's Sms, 1 Counſe!, Diredtion, or Aſ- 
ſiſtance towards them. It is almoſt impoſſible that any Great Act of VII- 
 lany ſhould be carry'd on, and accompliih'd by any One Single Perſon ; 
there muſt be Co-operators, Partners,and Under-workers in it, who like the 
- ſeveral Adors in a well-form'd Tragedy, muft contribute their various 
Parts to the main Body of the Action, and all Conſpire and Unite in the 
Fatal Cataſtropbe. Few Men, tho” of the moſt exalted Genius, Keath, and 
Depts have in themſelves, either Heads or Hearts ſufficiens, Power, Con- 
dutt, or Policy, to Contrive, Manage, and Compleat an Elaborate and Con- 
ſummate Phece of Sin, a Sin of Bulk, Figure, and Extent : There muft 
be many Hands employ'd, many Confederates let into, and trufted 
with the Secret, any One whereof Miſcarrying, may r the Beſt- 
proje d ed Plot in Nature. Therefore the Grand Decei ver of Mankind is 
careful to pick out his Privy Councih, men of ſhewrd Dexterity and Cun. 
ning, well vers'd in all his Artificial Wiles, and ſubtile Stratagems, that 
with fair Countenaces, and fmoorh Fongues, can Hy pocritically . 
| wg 411, 
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Palliate the moſt Odious, and Deform'd Iniquities, and flily inſinuate them 
into the Weak and Undiſcerning. Abſalom muſt have his Acbiropbe], 
Fob his Boſom.Sexpent, his Wife, Judas his Janbedrim; that under the 
ſacred,and endearing Pretence of Friendſhp,for the Gratification of the ir 
Ambition, Pleaſure,” or Avarice, muſt perſwade the One to Rebel, entire 
the Other to Renounce bes God, and Bribe, the Third to Betray his very J. a- 
viour. Now certainly theſe Agents, and Sollicitors in the Devil's Cauſe, 
who Adviſe, Direct, or Promote it, are to be conſider'd not only as the 
Alies, but as principal Sbarers in the Sin, whether they bring about their 
Deſigns by skilfully applying to the Humour, AﬀeBions, or Intereſts of 
the Perſon Berray'd, or by — 0nd the winning Charms of Addreſs, 
enforc'd by proper Arguments, Objecte, and Occaſions to Catch, ana ſnare 
an Unguarded Heart, Nay further, he that thus Inveigbles any Perſon, 
and Seduset him againft the Reluctance of his Conſcience, by Menaces, or 
Sollicitations, muſt be concluded under a deeper Imputation of Guilt, than 
the very Actor himſelf, as thoſe Words of our Saviour ſeem poſitively to 
infer, as *twere a little in Excuſe of that Corrupt, md Self-condem'd Fudge, 
Pontius Pilate, overborn by the Clamours and Outrage of the tumultu. 
ous ewe, into the moſt Villainous, moſt Execrable Sentence, upon the 
Fuſteſt, and Innocenteſt Perſon in the World, even againſt all Convictions 
of the moft undeniable Truth, and Reaſon. He that deli ver d 
me unto thee, bath the greater Sin, which does aſſert the Tray- Fob. 19.11, 
tor more a Son of Perdition, thin the Falſe Condemner him- | 
ſelf. So highly are we oblig'd in the Words of Facob to beſeech God to 
. keep us free from any Communion with theſe Inſtruments of Cruelty, O my 
Soul, come not thou into their Socret, unto their Aſſembly, mine bonour be 
not thou united. Now if bare Counſel, or Aſſiſtance, can Entitle us to any 
Sin before its Commiſſion, certainly. | 
IV. Fourthly, We may alſo become Partakers of it, in Cmmending, Ap- 
proving, Excuſing, or Defending it afterward. In this Cafe a Man con- 
tracts the Guilt of a Prior Action, he fins by Precedent, and derives Ano- 
ther's Tranſgreſſion upon Himſelf by his Aſent to it. Theſe are the 
Patrons, and Advocates of Satan's Court, who tho' they dare not Perſo- 
nally appear in the Crime, yet are his faithful Friends in the Fuſitfica- 
tion of it. We may frequently obſerve many of the Crafty, Time-ſer- 
ving Politicians of this World, to act always in Publick on the Keſerve 
and never to declare their Opinions, and Principles, to keep Mankind in 
ſuſpence, and hold their Adverſaries at a parry, but never fail to fall in 
with the Party, and cloſe with the Vi&orious fide, when their Intereft lies 
ſure, and open. They are content till that, to 4. bebind the Curtain, ſee 
Others expos'd to Difficulties and Dangers, and draw the Tools in with”. 
Flatteridg Panegyries, that they may «reap the Fruit of their Labours. 
Such Men are as much in their Thougbrs, and Imaginations engag'd in the 
Sin, however they may fancy themſelves Secure, and Innocent, in this 
miſerable Salvo, of not being Aua, and Direct Aggreſſors in it. Tho' 
ic muſt be confeſs'd to be impoſſihle for any one to dojas much with his 
Heart and Inclination, as he can wich his Hand and Purſe, yet conſidering 
the Cauſe which may reftrain bim, which perhaps is only C. werdice, Feag, 
Succeſs, or Want of Opportunity, he may become Partaker of che Guilty 
by the malicious Intentions of his Mind, and the D. pravat fon of his A, 
Which the Maligniiy of any Crime is to be meiſur'd, and God will judge 
us at the Laſt Day. The Seribe's and Phariſee's Nypbcritical Profeſſion 


3 
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Degree of it, that laſt finiſhing Stroke, and (if I may be allow'd ſo to ſpeak) 


St. Paul ſays,in the admirable Staregof this Case, 1 Cor, 8, 1% and wound | 
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of their Tnnocency, was not ſufficient to exempt them from the Tmputa- 

tion of their Fore-Fatber's Murder,and Sacriledge,whilft they retain'd and 

abetted their Principles, upon which that ſevere Woe is denounc'd upon Ja 
them, Becauſe ye build the Tombs of the Propbers, and || $ 


Mat. 23, 29. Go. S the Righteous, and ſay, if we even c 


4 been in the Days of our Fatber t, we would not bave me 
been Partakers with them in the Blood of the Prophets. Wherefore ye be Witheſſes pr 
unto your ſelves that ye are the Children of them which kill'4 the Propbets. Fil _ 
ye up then the Meaſure of your Fathers, ye Serpents, ye Generation of Vipers, J 


bow can ye eſcape the Damnation of Hell ? If therefore we may thus by the _ 
ſeeret Approbation of our Fudgment of any Crime contra it's Guilt, cer- * le 
tuinly much more by Commending, Excuſing, Extenuating, or Defending it, . * ö 
which not only Fuſtifies Evil, but Encourages, and Confirms Men in the Ru 
Practice of it; and has ſo much more Malignity in it's Nature, in that Fall 
neither Tempsation, or Infirmity can be pleaded in it's behalf, Nay tag 
ferther, St. Fobn aſſerts, that the very Wiſh of Succeſs towards it, can ren- . ay 
der the Speaker an Accomplice. If rbere come any unto you 8 
Eph, 2. 10, 11. (ſays he) and bring not this Dottrine, Receive bim not into 5 p 
| your Houſegneither bid bim God-ſpeed ; For be that biddeth 
bim God-ſpeed is Partaker of bis evil Deeds. Where we ſec that even a bare fo 
Inter tainmem, Civil Jaluta tion, or a Flattering Compliment beſtow'd upon 8 
any Perſon, relating to the Vices, or Errors wherein he is engag'd, Au- 5 
ally makes them Ours, and derives the ſame Guilt en our own Heads. HW 
St. Paul carries this Critical Caſe of Conſcience even yet to an higher Ex- E 
tremity, and tells us, that a meer Complacency in Other's Sin Appropriates 2 
it to us, For in his Epiſtle to the Romans, c. i. after having recounted 2 
the moſt horrible Catalogue of Sins, that Human Nature can be Guilty 3 
of in the utmoſt State of Corruption,he concludes all with that Superlative 


Hyperbole of Iniquity, in this Conſummàte and Dreadful Character, Who 
knowing the Fudg ment of God, that they which commit ſuch tbing 
V. 32. are worthy of Death, not only do the ſame , but bave pleaſure in 
tbem that do them. Thus a Man by a Grateful Refleion upon, 
and a Wilful Propenfity to Vice, may be Guilty of all the Miſchief and 
Calamity, all the Villany and Debauchery that was ever committed by Man- 
kind ; and by the help of a Lively Mie moi, and a Lewd Imagination, Spiri- 
tually act over all the moſt Flagicious, and Heinous Impieties, that the 
Sou} is capable of Repreſenting, the Devil of Suggeſting, and the United 
Amnals of Hiſtorians Recording, He may be the very Reverſe of his Bleſſed 
Saviour (of whom he ſo deiperately ſtands in need) not only Bear, but be 
poſitively Guilty of the Sins of the whole World. Thus we may partake 
of other Men's Crimes, by a Pbantaſtical Delight in them. 

v. Fiſibhy, we may partake in oiber Men's Sims, by giving Offence, ON 
ſeandalous Example. As Men are Members of Society, they ſtand Reſpon- 
fible not only for the Poſitive Legality of their Actions, as confider'd in them- 
felves, and their own Natures, ſolely with reſpect to the Subjett-Maner of 


them, but alſo for their Relative Cinſeguences, as they may affect the 
| Cimſciences of Others, to which we are bound by the Laws of Charity to 
give no Violation, Piſturbance, or occaſion of Tranſgreſſing; and in all our 
Deporiment to confuit not if only it's Lawfulzeſs, but it's Decency, and 


Expediency, with regard to our Bretbren, againſt whom vie may Sin, (ar 
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zheir weak Conſeiences, and fin againſt Chriſt, Thus the Abuſe even of an 
Innocent Libery cannot be Fuſtify'd by a good Intention, and we are liable 
to Anſwer for the Fall of thoſe to whom we become a Stumbling-block, 
and a Rock of Offence. And if we are thus Obnoxiows for the Conſequences of 
even our Lawful ASions, bow much higher will the 0bligatjon riſe in the 


Il Effects of thoſe that are really in themſelves Vulawful 2 Here we pro- 


pagate our Maligniiy, ſpread our Infection like a Walking Peſtilence, com- 
municate our en, Influence to all about us, amd tranſgreſs as *twere, 
by Promy. Number and Example carry a much more Controlling Evidence, 
than the Demonſtrations of Reaſon and Argument. For theſe ate viſible 
to the Eye, and ftrike quicker and deeper upon the Imagination, than Prin- 


_ ciples and Speculations upon the Underſtanding 3 which is deceiv'd, and 


hurry'd away with the deſire of Imitation, and is apt to deduce, and frame 
Rules by Examples, inflead of Examples by Rules; eſpecially where they 
fall in with the corrupted Tnclinations of Nature, and have the Advan- 
tage of being well Recommended, they ſcarce fail to ſbock the moſt con- 
flant Virtue, to confirm thoſe that are already in a vicious Conrſe, and 
pervert weak and unſtable Perſons into Sin and Error, who bave not their 
Senſes exercis'd, to diſcern betwixt Good, and Evil. And thus, whether we 
follow, or lead Others, we both ways become Parzakers of their Sins, In 
the firſt Caſe the Temptation is very firong, and without God's preventing 
Graca, almoſt Irrefiftible : For a Man muſt habe a fteady Government 
over Himſelf, and his Paſſions, together with an Inflexible Bye fix'd on 
his Duty, and an unſhaken Contempt of the World, and its Flatteries, and 
Cenſures, he muft be ſtanch in his Reſolutions, and Maſter of his Conduct, 
. neither to be Corrupted by Shame, Hopes, or Fears, that is not born down 
in a Throyg, and ſunk in the Tide of Popular Authority, For when once 
Vice gets into Faſhion, it makes Religiou look Singular, and Uncreditable. 
On the other hand, Jet but a May of Figure, and Garacter, of Imereſt 
and Quali iy, lead the way, how many smplicit, and fawning Proſelytes will 
follow the Temporizing Courtier, like Beaſts in a Track, with a refin'd Un- 
derftanding to give up their Creed, abandon their od Friends, with their 
unprofitable Principles, Careſs their moſt implacablo Enemies, and Betray 
and Sacrifice both Church and State to their inſatiable Luſt, Pride, Avarice, 
and Ambition! Such a Man, like Lucifer, muſt fall with, and Damn his 
Legions, and like him too, be accountable for all the Villevy, Treachery, | 
and Rebellion, into which his Zelliſh Example ſeduc'd them. 

VI. Laſtly, We may be Partakers of other Men's Sins, by Authorizing, 
Propagating, or Publiſhing any Hereſy, Falſe Doctrine, Jcbiſm, Faſt ion, lrreli- 
gion, or Immcrality, For theſe Corrups and Debauch Men's Minds z and 
confequently Influence, and Pervert their Lives, For tis very rarely (cen, 
chat wicked Principles lie ſtill, and dormant in the Conſcience, and not ex- 
ert and ſhew themſelves in AQtion: And he that lays the Poyſon is the 
Cauſe of his Death who ſwallows it. He that puts a Chear, and Lye upon 
another, leads lum Zoodwinkt into Faſbood, and Miſtake ; and when once 
a Mag is got into Error, he goes Headlong, and Blindfold into Perdition. 
There is a ſtrange Iafatuation, and as twere ſors of Witchcraft in Falſe 
Dodtrine, that unaccountably beſors, and ſtupifies the Reaſon ; and ſcarce 
was there ever any Broacb'dg however Impious, or Abſurd, but faund ſome 
Patrons and Preſelytes, to Believe, and Maintain it; Are not therefore all 
the vile Z2:rmi:fes, that are the Natural Product of Wild, Licentious, and 
Enbuſiaſuick Opinions, to be be charg'd back »pon the 0rigind — in 
| | whom 
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whom they muſt all Center, and Conterminate, as in that Root of Bitter. 
»eſs from whence they ſprung ? Heterodomy, and Blaſpbemy, weſs, and 
F'rophaneneſs, are of ſuch a Black, and Frigbt ful Complexion in themſelves, 
t hat repreſented in their Native Deformity, they would gain few Votaries in 
the World: Therefore theſe Spiritual Panders in Iniquity cover the odi- 
Hus Monſter with Artificial Gul, and Difſembr'd Colours, to make it look 
. ) Amiable, and Engaging. And when Sopbiſtry, and Falſe Wit cloath the 
Fallacy, they eafily Seduee, and Beguile the Tgnorant, and vicious; and 
Men are oftentimes tempted to ſwallow that Diet for the Sauce, which 
they would otherwiſe Loath, and Nauſeate. When the Directors of Men's 
Conſciences turn Impoſtors, and Betray, and Miſtead them into thoſe Sins 
they ſhould teach them to avoid, ſuch Pernicious I»fidejity to their Sacred 
Office, ought juftly to Entitle them, to all thoſe repeated Woes, denounc d 
by God and Chriſt againſt thoſe Falſe Prophets, and Phariſaical DoSors, 
who preverted the Divine Law, and made even the Bleſſed Word of God, 
the ſad Inftrament of Damnation to Mankind, | 
Thus in all theſe Inſtances, we ſee there is an Union, or as 'twere Con- 
federacy in Vice, it joyns band in band, and draws out into Eeagues, and 
Combinations ; it's Contagion ſpreads like a Leproſy; there's no Breath= 
ing in its Air with Safety; we cannot look on it without endangering 
our Health and Innocence, nor touch it without Uncleanneſs and Pollution. 
In all theſe Caſes there is a Communication of Guilt both Backward, and 
| Forward, whereby we become Partakers of other Men's Sins, In the Com. 
|  mander, Parent, or Governor, it Recoils upon the Perſon in Authority, 
baſely Abuſing his Power, Proftituting the Vice. Gerency of God to exe- 
| crable Purpoſes, Betraying his Sacred Truſt, and Commiſſion, and Viola: ing 
his Faith and Honour, in Conni ving at, Conſenting to, or Concealing thoſe 
Impieties, we ought to Puniſh, Prevent, or Reſtrain, we are poſitively Ac- 
ceſſory to their Commiſſion , by a Taci Approbation and a Conſcious, 


and Cowardly Forbearance. By adminiftring Counſel, Direfion, or A. 
ſtance towards them, we act the Part of the Tempter himſelf, inſtigating 

| Evil, aud promoting the Kingdom of Darkneſs, and Deftruion of our 

4 Fellow Creatures. In Commending, Approving, or Defending any Crime, 

FF we Appropriate it to our ſelves, Tranigreſs at ſecond hand, become the 
Guardians of Iniquity, and commence the Devil's Champions, to fight 
his Bartels, and maintain his Cauſe, and repreſent him in the moſt detefta- 
ble Quality of his Nature, a Deligbt in the Diſhonour of God, and the 
Miſery, and Ruin of Mankind, In giving Offence by our Actions, we 

i uſe our Liberty for a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, and make what would be 
» otherwiſe Innocent, Culpable. By a ſcandalous Life, and Example, we 
deriye a Reproach upon our Holy Profeſſion, and muft anſwer for thoſe 
mat are ſcduc'd by it's baſeful and infectious Influence. By Inftilling, 

vor Propagating Hererodox, Schiſmatical, Atheiftical Factions, or Immoral 
Principles into others, we turn meer Ami. Chriſts, and Emiſaries of Hell, 
and muſt anſwer for all the Souls that periſh thro' our Treachery, Guilt or 
De luſſon. | | 

on me now leave very Briefly, and by way of Application of this whole 
{ Diſcourſe, to urge One or Two particular Motives to deter us from falling 
under this great and dangerous Guilt of Partaking in Other Men's Sins, 

1. The Firſt may be drawn from the Conſideration of that beavy Bur- 
ithen of Guilt, which lies upon every Man's own Conſcience, too Great to 
need the Additional Weight of Orhers, That in it {gif (God knows) » 
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are at an End, or Die with the Man: But here a Man's Sin ſurvives his 
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to fink us, without his Infinite Mercy, and the All-atoning Merits 
ot our Saviour, Now if the Malignity but of the leaft, fingle Tranſgrefhi- 
on, without that, ean confign us over to Eternal Pardition, if as the Icrip- 
tures, and our own wretched Experience convince us, that even a Fuſt Man 
falls ſeven times 4 Day, what a Fearful Reckoning is he like to make, who 
befides his ow» immenſe Sum, almoft without Number, or Bounds, ftands 
Chargable for ſuch a long, and frightful Catalogue of Otber Men's Sins? 
Can be by any Means (to uſe the Elegant Expreſſion of the Pſalmiſt) Re- 
deem bis Brother, or give 10 God 4 Kanſom for bis Soul, that he has thus 
plungd into Miſery, and ſeduc'd into Ruin ? Can he be a Mediator for 
Anotber, that ſo much wants the 2 of One for Himſelf? And if 
the Righteous can ſcarcely be ſav'd, where this Ungodly, this Over-grown, 


this Exorbitans Sinner, laden with Iniquity, appear? Therefore, 


2. Secondly, The vaſt Extent, and Duration, with the infinite, lamen- 
table Conſequences of this Method of Sinning, ſhould Caution, and Peter us 
from falling into it. All other Crimes lie under ſome Limitation ; they 


Funeral; and even when he is Dead, be Sinnetb. He that Propagates, or 
Publiſhes any pernicious Writings, or Tenets, knows not how far their 
Poyſon will reach, or where the Deadly Contagion will top. It is an Epi- 
demi cal Evil, a National Calamity, ag Everlaſting Plague, that has lamn it's 
Thouſands, and is's ren Thouſands, that in the Hands of that Deſtroying An- 
gel, the Devil, can taint whole Families, and Kingdoms, and tranſmit its 
Venom down to Poſterity, and continue Spiritual Death to the End of the 
World. How do thoſe Execrable Miſcreants, Arrics, and Jocinus, tho ſo 
many Years Rotten in their Graves, ftill ſtinł above Ground, and live 
agen in an Helliſh Zra»ſmigr ation of their Damnable Naſpbemies, and He- 
refies! How do they now Crucifie the Sam of God afreſh, make bim Die 
daily, and put bim to an open, and continu'd Sbame ! How do thoſe Atbeiſtical 
Monſters, Hobbes, and Spinoza, in their Accurſed Books, 

and Proſelytes, till deny the God that Made them, and annull Oracles of 
the Covenant, whereby we are Seal d unto be day of Redemp- Reaſon. Rights 
tion What a Magazine of Sin, what an Incxhauſtible Fund oftbeChriſlian 
of Debauchery, and Deſtruction, does any Autbor of He- Church, &c. 


| reſie, Schiſm,or Immoralityſet up! Which tko perhaps they 


may appear at firft as Trifling, and Inconſiderable, will like Fliſha's Cloud, 
from being no bigger than a Man's Hand, gradually increaſe, till they fill 
the Heavens with Darkneſs, Thunder, and Tempeſt, Who would have 
thought, Threeſcore Nears ago, that the Romantick, and filly Zntbufiaſms, 
of ſuch an 7leterate, and Scandalous Wretch as Fox, ſhould in the | 
Compaſs even of our Memory gain fuch mighy Ground, Captivate ſo many 

Fools, and Damn em with Diabolical Inſpiration, and Non-ſenfial Cant? 


Or to go higher, Who would have imagin'd that Two or Three Feſuirs 


in Maſquerade crept into a Conventive , ſhould ſow thoſe Scbifmatical 
Seeds of Fattion, and Rebellion, that ina few Years ſhould riſe to that 
Prodigtous Degree, as to be able to graſp the Crown, contend with the 
Scepter, and not only Threaten, but Accompliſh the Downfal both of Church 
and State? But how were theſe Numbers rais'd, aud this Miſchief with 
ſuch amazing Succeſs carry'd on? Was it not by many Wild, Lacisudinari- 
an, Extrævagant Opinions, and Bewitching Falſe DoGtrines, the Impudent 
Clamours, the Hing Miſrepreſentatiaus, the Scandalous, and Falle Libels, 
both upon the King, and the Church, that every Day were Z:umpeted out 
4 of 
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of the Pulpir, and the Preſs, thoſe Mints. of Atheiſm, and 1rreligiow, that 
then Poyſon d the Nation, and Beſotaed it into its own Ruin? And are 
not the ſame Hands at work agen, and the ſame Vilamous Methods pur- 
ſu'd? Were ever ſuch Gutrageous Blaſplemies againft God, and all Reli- 
gion, Natural, as well as ReveaPd, yented Publickly with Impunigy,in any 
Chriſtian Church, or Kingdom in the whole World, as at preſent in our 
own ? (be it ſpoken to our Shame, and if not remedy'd, to our Confuſion) 
for if they fail of the ſame Effect, not to Embroil us agen in Blood, and 
Ruin, it can be owing to nothing but God's Infinite, but Unmerited Mer. 
cy, and Long-Suffering, that we are not utterly Conſum'd, : 
Laſtly, This manner of Sinning ought with a more peculiar Diligence 
to be ayoided becauſe tis what without the Super-Natural Aſſiſtance of 
the Divine Grace, we can never Repenm of, and for which conſequently 
we can never be Forgiven, All Sim intail Damnation upon the Offender, 
but this almoſt with an inevitable Neceſſity. For befides that before we 
can arrive to this ſad Degree of Impiety, we muſt quite have Eztimguiſh'd 
| the Ligbi of our Conſciences, and the Power of God's Spirit upon them, it 
happens, Firfl, that we can have no thorough png of the Extent of 
this Sin, it being Communianted ſo unſuſpettedly, and at ſuch a Diſtance, 
And, Secondly, that it is a Crime, for the Injury whereof we can never 
me ke Reparation, or Reſtitution to the'Perſon ſeduc'd into it, and conſe- 
quently obtain no Compleat, and Acceptable Repenrance for it's Guilt, And 
tho? it could be ſuppos'd, that we ſhould Repent of it Ourſelves, yet the 
Unhappy Perſons we have Betray'd, may be ** firmly ſettled in 
their . as to be incapable of Cui lion, or gon into an Vuchangeable 
Hate, and ſo out of the Keach of being Reclaim d. Certainly, if there 
be any Sin in the World, that does more eminently carry the Image, and 
Super ſeripti on of the Devil upon it, it is this, and what will infallibly in- 
herit his ſevereſt Puniſhments, If there are Different Degrees of Glory 
'in Heeven, as the Apoſtle tells us, and by Analogy we may conclude,that 
there are different Degrees of Torment in Hell, according to the Je, 
and Quality of the Offendor, no Manſon in that Diſmal Place will be too 
Bad for ſuch Fxciſſive and Abominable Criminals ; where were they to meet 
ro other /ggrcvation to their Miſery,but that of Be bolding, and Converſing 
with ſo many Wretched 0bjefts, whom they brought into that, Place of 
Torment, it would beat the Furnace ſeven times better, add Fury to He 
Flames, and a Double Weight to their Damnation. Now from this Tre. 
mendozs Sin, which no Good Man can thjnk of, without Zorrour, of 
Jpcak of, without Trembling, . a * 
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of the Pulpir, and the Preſs, thoſe Mints of Atheiſm, and Jrreligion, that 
then Poyſon'd the Nation, and Beſotted it into its own Ruin? And are 
not the ſame Hands at work agen, and the ſame Villamous Methods pur. 
ſu'd? Were ever ſuch Qutrageous Blaſpbemies againft God, and all Relji- 
gion, Natural, as well as ReveaPd, vented Publickly with Impunity,in any 
Chriſtian Church, or Kingdom in the whole World, as at preſent in our 
own t (be it ſpcken to our Shame, and if not remedy'd, to our Confuſion) 
for if they fail of the ſame Effect, not to Enbroil us agen in Blood, and 
Ruin, it can be owing to nothing but God's Infinite, but Unmerited Mer. 
cy, and Long- Sufferirg, that we are not utterly Conſum'd, | 
Laſtly, This manner of Sinning ought with a more peculiar Diligence 
to be ayoided becauſe "tis what without the Super-Natural Aſſiſtance of 
the Divine Grace, we can never Repens of, and for which conſequently 
we can never be Forgiven, All Sim intail Damnation upon the Offender, 
but this almoſt with an inevitable Neceſſity. For befides that before we 
can arrive to this ſad Degree of Impiety, we muſt quite have Extimguiſh'd 
the Ligbi of our Conſciences, and the Power of God's Spirit upon them, it 
happens, Firfl, that we can have no thorough e yh of the Extent of 
this Sin, it being Communiamted ſo unſuſpettedly, and at ſuch a Diſtance, 
And, Secondly, that it is a Crime, for the Injury whereof we can never 
mz ke Reparation, or Reſtitution to the Per ſon ſeduc'd into it, and conſe. 
quently obtain no Compleat, and Acceptable Repentance for it's Guilt, And 
tho? it could be ſuppos'd, that we ſhould Repent of it Ourſelves, yet the 
Unhappy Perſons we have Betray'd, may be either,ſo firmly ſettled in 
their Errors, as to be incapable of Conviftion, or gon into an Unchangeable 
Hate, and ſo out of the Reach of being Reclaim d. Certainly, if there 
be any Sin in the World, that does more eminently carry the Image, and 
Super ſcription of the Devil upon it, it is this, and what will infallibly in- 
herit his ſevereſt Punijſhnents, If there are Different Degrees of Glory 
in Heaven, as the Apoſtle tells us, and by Analogy we may conclude, that 
there are different Degrees of Torment in Hell, according to the Jize, 
and Quality of the Offendor, no Manſion in that Diſmal Place will be too 
Bad for ſuch Exceſſrve and Abominable Criminals ; where were they to meet 
ro other /ggrcvation to their Miſery,but that of Bebolding, and Converſing 
with ſo many Wrrtched 0bjefts, whom they brought into that Place of 
Tirment, it would beat the Furnace ſeven times botter, add Fury to Hell 
Flames, and a Double Weight to their Damnation. Now from this Tre. 
mendozs Sin, which no Good Man can think of, without Horrour, of 
Jpcak of, without Trembling, | : 
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